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Abstract 

This study explored the innovative strategies employed by Araling Panlipunan teachers in the Tabaco City Division, 
aiming to enhance instructional practices and student engagement. It addressed four key sub-problems: identifying the 
innovative strategies used; assessing the level of usage across eight specific approaches—personalized learning, 
project-based learning, jigsaw, open-ended questions, flipped classroom, inquiry-based learning, culturally inclusive 
teaching, and flexible learning; examining the challenges faced in implementing these strategies; and proposing a lesson 
exemplar to improve their application. 

Using a survey research design, the study gathered data from all sixty-six (66) Araling Panlipunan teachers in the 
division through total enumeration. Quantitative analysis was conducted using frequency count, percentage, and 
weighted mean to interpret the responses. 

Findings revealed that teachers actively integrate various innovative strategies, with project-based learning and 
inquiry-based learning being among the most frequently used. However, strategies like flipped classroom and flexible 
learning showed moderate to low levels of implementation, often due to limited resources, technological constraints, 
and lack of training. Challenges also included time constraints, curriculum rigidity, and varying student readiness. 

To address these gaps, the study proposed a culturally inclusive, inquiry-based lesson exemplar designed to be 
adaptable across different learning modalities. This exemplar aims to support teachers in effectively applying 
innovative strategies while aligning with the contextual realities of Tabaco City schools. Overall, the study underscores 
the need for sustained professional development and institutional support to foster innovation in Araling Panlipunan 
instruction. 
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1. Introduction

Social studies, encompassing geography, history, and government, is designed to cultivate analytical thinking and civic 
competence through interdisciplinary learning. In today’s globalized context, educators emphasize inquiry-based 
approaches and transdisciplinary studies to address pressing social issues and foster global awareness. Innovative 
strategies—such as student-centered learning environments—are essential to make these complex topics engaging and 
accessible, encouraging learners to think critically and participate actively in society. 

In the Philippines, Araling Panlipunan serves as a cornerstone of the Makabayan framework, promoting patriotism and 
global interdependence. As traditional methods struggle to engage digitally native students, the integration of 
technology-driven strategies—like virtual field trips, multimedia tools, and collaborative projects—has become 
increasingly important. These approaches not only enhance comprehension but also build critical thinking and global 
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consciousness. However, many educators face challenges in implementing such innovations due to limited training and 
resources, highlighting the need for systemic support and capacity-building. 

The Department of Education plays a pivotal role in advancing innovative teaching through reforms like the K–12 
curriculum and responses to the Fourth Industrial Revolution. These shifts demand that educators adopt flexible, 
creative, and globally attuned teaching practices. Innovation in education involves rethinking objectives, diversifying 
materials, and embracing new assessment methods. By fostering creativity and adaptability, teachers can better prepare 
students for a rapidly changing world. Understanding the impact of digital disruption and internationalization on 
Philippine education is crucial for shaping responsive policies and practices that ensure learners thrive in a dynamic 
global landscape. 

2. Materials and methods (quantitative) 

Quantitative data revealed eight key innovative strategies employed in teaching Araling Panlipunan, with open-ended 
questions receiving the highest frequency (56 responses or 84.85%) and the highest average weighted mean (4.19), 
indicating frequent use and perceived effectiveness. Personalized learning and project-based learning followed closely 
in frequency (83.33%), while flexible learning and culturally inclusive learning also ranked high in average weighted 
means (4.10 and 4.03, respectively). All strategies were adjectivally described as “often” used, with an overall average 
weighted mean of 4.03, suggesting consistent application across classrooms. 

Despite the widespread use of these strategies, several challenges were identified, led by insufficient resources (40 
responses), limited time (35), and lack of teacher training (30). Other notable barriers included limited assessment 
tools, diverse student needs, and technology integration. To address these issues, a lesson exemplar was developed, 
aiming to support educators in effectively implementing innovative strategies while navigating constraints. This 
underscores the need for targeted interventions and resource support to sustain innovation in Araling Panlipunan 
instruction. 

3. Results  

The study identified eight innovative strategies commonly used in teaching Araling Panlipunan: open-ended questions, 
personalized learning, flexible learning, culturally inclusive learning, project-based learning, flipped classroom, jigsaw, 
and inquiry-based learning. Among these, open-ended questions emerged as the most frequently applied and highly 
rated in terms of effectiveness. Overall, the level of usage across all strategies was described as “often,” indicating 
consistent integration into classroom practices. 

Despite this positive trend, teachers encountered several challenges that hindered optimal implementation. The most 
pressing issues included insufficient resources, limited time, and inadequate teacher training. Other concerns such as 
diverse student needs, technology integration, and assessment alignment further complicated the teaching process. To 
address these barriers, the researcher developed a lesson exemplar designed to support educators in applying 
innovative strategies more effectively. 

4. Discussion  

To enhance Araling Panlipunan instruction, it is recommended that the use of innovative strategies be intensified and 
sustained to improve student understanding and performance. Addressing the identified challenges is crucial to 
ensuring quality learning outcomes. Furthermore, schools are encouraged to adopt the proposed lesson exemplar as a 
practical tool to overcome implementation barriers and foster a more engaging, student-centered learning 
environment. 

5. Conclusions 

In conclusion, the evolving landscape of social studies education—both globally and within the Philippine context—
demands innovative, inquiry-driven, and technology-enhanced teaching strategies that foster critical thinking, civic 
engagement, and global awareness. As Araling Panlipunan continues to play a vital role in shaping informed and 
patriotic citizens, systemic support for teacher capacity-building and curriculum innovation becomes essential. By 
aligning educational practices with the demands of the 21st century, the Department of Education can empower 
educators to create transformative learning experiences that prepare students to thrive in an interconnected and 
rapidly changing world. 
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